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A Study of @oéveg in Pindar and Bacchylides
By SHirLey Darcus SuLrivan, Univ. of British Columbia (Canada)

In memoriam R. D. Sullivan

I Introduction

In early Greek poetry a prominent psychological term is ggrjv. In
Homer and the Homeric Hymns this word occurs over three hundred
times. In the poems and fragments of Hesiod, there are twenty-one
occurrences of it. In the lyric poets (excluding Pindar and Bacchy-
lides) the word appears in fifty-six fragments where the context is
clear and in several others where it is not. In Pindar and Bacchylides
po1jvis mentioned in fifty-eight passages with clear context and in a
few others where this is not the case. The present article will focus
on these occurrences of @p7jv in Pindar and Bacchylides. It will
study how these two poets used this psychological term, the range of
meaning it had, and the way in which a person related to the ppévec
present within him. It will indicate how Pindar and Bacchylides refer
to @orv in ways similar to and different from Homer, Hesiod, and
the other lyric poets.t) It will also illustrate any distinctive features
of poéves that these two poets ascribe to them.

In drawing any conclusions concerning the usage of g7y, we will
keep in mind two considerations. First, some of the poetry of Pindar
and Bacchylides is fragmentary in nature. Many other instances of
this word may have been present in their works. Our conclusions,
therefore, though valid for the poetry we do have, cannot be consid-
ered applicable outside the specific context of the poems we are
studying. This is true, of course, in particular concerning the spoken
language of the time where the range of usage of @p7jv may have
been much wider or more extensive than is found in this poetry. Sec-
ond, the fact that we are treating poetry written in different metres
has great bearing on what we can say about gp7jv. Metrical consider-
ations may have strongly influenced the choice of @gijv rather than
another psychic term in different passages. Under these circum-

1) These I have treated separately as follows: Psychological Activity in Homer,
A Study of Phrén (Ottawa 1988); “Phrenes in Hesiod” (forthcoming in RBPH 67
[1989]); “An Analysis of ppévec in the Greek Lyric Poets (excluding Pindar and
Bacchylides)”, Glotta 66, 1988, 26-62.
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stances we will be able to say that gg7jv could appear in a particular
context but that other terms also could have been used.

Before turning to Pindar and Bacchylides we will briefly summa-
rise the chief features of @péves in Homer, the Homeric Hymns,
Hesiod and the other lyric poets. First, Homer, the Homeric Hymns,
and Hesiod.?) In these poets ppéveg have retained only a vague phys-
ical sense. They seem to be best identified as entities located gen-
erally within the chest region and not having a specific identity. In
most cases @oéveg seem aptly described as “faculties indeterminately
corporeal”.?) Their chief role is as a faculty of different psychologi-
cal activities. These activities include those that can be termed intel-
lectual, emotional, and volitional, although this distinction is a mod-
ern one and in early Greek usage these types of activities were still
fused. But nonetheless it is possible to suggest that in certain pas-
sages one particular type of activity is predominantly present. In
addition to being associated with a range of psychological activities,
@pEves can function as a seat of a person’s moral character or tem-
perament. As such, they strongly influence an individual’s behaviour.

In Homer and Hesiod @géves display certain prominent features.
They are entities that are “open”: they can be acted upon by outside
influences and agents. They function frequently as a location both
of different psychological activities and of other psychic entities
(Pvudg, e.g., or vi0g). They appear to have a strong association with
pondering, reasoning, and deliberation. They are frequently con-
nected as well with speech, acting as its source or as receiver of
words.4)

In terms of relationship to the person, gpgévesin Homer, the Hom-
eric Hymns, and Hesiod appear to be subordinate to him. They do
not exhibit a wide range of independent activity within the person.

?) See the works mentioned in note 1 and also B.Snell, “ppévec-ppdvnow”,
Glotta 55 (1977) 34-64 = Der Weg zum Denken und zur Wahrheit (Gottingen
1978), Hypomnemata 57; S.M.Darcus, “A Person’s Relation to @p7iv in Homer,
Hesiod, and the Greek Lyric Poets”, Glotta 57 (1979) 159-166; A.Cheyns, “La
notion de @péves dans llliade et ’"Odyssée, 17, Cah. Inst. Ling. de Louvain 6
(1980) 121-202; M. Biraud, “La conception psychologique a I'époque d’Homeére:
les ‘organes mentaux’, Cratyle n.s. 2 (1984) 17-23.

3) On this phrase see Psychological Activity in Homer (note 1), Introduction
and Chapter One.

4) See too the summary of Homer, the Homeric Hymns, and Hesiod at the
beginning of my article, “@péves in the Greek Lyric Poets” (note 1) where spe-
cific references are given in the footnotes to the relevant passages.
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Instead, they function as a place where he acts, an instrument that he
uses, or an accompaniment with which he acts. @géveg generally co-
operate with him; they are not a psychic entity over which he needs
to exert strong control.

Second, ppéves in the other lyric poets.’) In these authors gpéveg
display many of the same characteristics found in Homer, the Hom-
eric Hymns, and Hesiod. They are associated with a wide range of
psychological activities that a person carries on in, by, or with them.
They still do not appear to act very often as an independent agent
within the person. But they tend to show, it seems, some increased
activity in the individual which leads to his exerting greater control
over them. Ppéves can serve also as a seat of the person’s character
or temperament. They are “open” to the influence of outside forces
and agents. In the lyric poets they still function too as a location of
other psychic entities.

The prominent features of @géveg in the other lyric poets include
a frequent association with speech. @Ppévec also show a connection
with the intellectual activities of taking counsel and planning. Emo-
tions that often affect them are love, pleasure, and pain. As in
Homer, ppéveg prove vulnerable to the effects of wine. They are also
subject to removal. @péveg likewise prove to be quite changeable. As
in Homer too, the possibility that ppéves may differ in nature from a
person’s outward behaviour is very real; in such cases they function
as the seat of a person’s true feelings or thoughts.

In this treatment of gg7jv in Pindar and Bacchylides, we will dis-
cuss most passages in the text and will list all occurrences in Appen-
dix One.*) We will divide these passages into seven Sections that will
focus in particular on a person’s relationship to @grfvand the outside
forces by which they could be affected.”) In Appendix One we will

*) See in particular the Appendix One and Conclusion of my article, “pgéveg
in the Greek Lyric Poets” (note 1).

¢) The editions of Pindar and Bacchylides used for this article are as follows:
Pindari Carmina cum Fragmentis, ed. B.Snell (Leipzig 1964), Parts I and II; Bac-
chylidis Carmina cum Fragmentis, post B.Snell, ed. H.Maehler (Leipzig 1970);
H.Maehler, Die Lieder des Bakchylides (Leiden 1982) Parts 1 and 2.

7) Studies consulted for this article include: R. W.B. Burton, Pindar’s Pythian
Odes (Oxford 1962); A.P.Burnett, The Art of Bacchylides (Cambridge, Mass.
1985); J.B.Bury, The Isthmian Odes of Pindar (London 1892); ]J.B.Bury, The
Nemean Odes of Pindar (London 1890); C.Carey, A Commentary on Five Odes of
Pindar (New York 1981); J. Duchemin, Pindare Pythiques, Ill, IX, IV, V (Paris
1967); L.R.Farnell, The Works of Pindar (London 1932, repr. Amsterdam 1965),
Vol.2; C.A.M.Fennell, Pindar: the Nemean and Isthmian Odes (Cambridge
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list the syntax for each passage and there too we will suggest
“aspects” of @prjv that may be present. (These will be indicated by
the symbols “P”, physical, “I”, intellectual, “E”, emotional, “V”, voli-
tional, and “M”, moral.) At the end of Appendix One we will also list
associations of @pévegthat seem particularly prominent in these two
poets (see “Topics”). All adjectives appearing with @prjv will be
discussed and listed separately in Appendix Two. Our custom will be
not to translate gprjv but to allow the passages to illustrate the rich
and varied meaning of this term.

II. The Passages

Section A. poéves as Present or Active in a Person

In certain passages of Pindar @péves function as an agent in the
person that can significantly affect his behaviour. In one instance
Pindar addresses gpijv directly, the only passage in the lyric poets
where the vocative is found (Pae. 4.50 = fr.52d):

&a, ponv, xomdgiooov, Ea 6¢ vouov Mepiddiov

“Let alone, @pijv, cypresswood, let alone the pasture around Mt.
Ida.” The poet urges some restraint in respect to desires which gorfv
may express. The direct address made to @prjv occurs here for the
first time in the extant Greek poetry that we possess. It suggests both
independent activity on the part of @grv within the person and the
possibility of opposition between the individual and this psychic
entity. Ppnv may, therefore, in Pindar show more independent activ-
ity within the person than it did in Homer, the Homeric Hymns, or
Hesiod.

1899); D.E. Gerber, Pindar’s Olympian One: A Commentary (Toronto 1982); B.
L.Gildersleeve, Pindar, the Olympian and Pythian Odes (London 1892); R.C.
Jebb, Bacchylides, The Poems and Fragments (Cambridge 1905); F.G.Kenyon, The
Poems of Bacchylides (London 1897); M. P. Lefkowitz, The Victory Ode: An Intro-
duction (Park Ridge, N.J. 1976); J. van Leeuwen, Pindarus Tweede Olympische
Ode (Assen 1964), 2 vols.; F.Mezger, Pindars Siegeslieder (Leipzig 1880); O.
Schroeder, Pindars Pythien (Leipzig 1922); C.Segal, Pindar’s Mythmaking: the
Fourth Pythian Ode (Princeton 1986); W.].Slater, Lexicon to Pindar (Berlin
1969); E.Thummer, Pindar, die isthmischen Gedichte (Heidelberg 1969), Vol.2;
D.C.Young, Three Odes of Pindar. A Literary Study of Pythian 11, Pythian 3, and
Olympian 7 (Leiden 1968).
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In two passages @prjv is related to speech. In Ol 7.8%) Pindar
describes his ode for Diagoras as véxrap yvtév, “poured out nectar”,
Mouwoav 66owv, “gift of the Muses”, and yAvxdv xapnov @evi,
“sweet fruit of my @p7jv”. Here @prjvis the source of Pindar’s song.
It appears to be receptive to the influence of the Muses and produces
the intricate beauty of an epinician ode. It is clearly engaged in intel-
lectual and volitional activity as it brings forth the “fruit” of the
poem. Elsewhere too Pindar will speak of the “fruit of @géves” in
contexts that will imply intellectual activity on their part (Pyth. 2.73,
Nem. 10.2, App. One, 39 and 53). @prjv acts here as a source of
speech.

This is true of @p7iv also in Pyth. 6.36 when Nestor, under attack
by Memnon, seeks help from his son, Antilochus: Sovnfsioca ponv
Péaoce naidba 6v. “His shaken @p1iv cried out to his son.” Terror fills
Nestor’s ggrjv and he is momentarily unable to deal with the situa-
tion. His thought expresses itself in a cry for help to his son with
tragic consequences. The description of @grv as “shaken” or “dis-
turbed” shows its vulnerability. As happens in Homer and the other
lyric poets, it is affected by fear.?) In this condition it acts as the
source of Nestor’s appeal for help.

In four passages of Pindar @pgéveg are described in a positive way.
In Ol 7.90-92, he praises Diagoras:

énel Gforog EyBoav 060V
e08vmogei, odpa Sacis & te 0f natépwv

op%ai poéves &8 ayaddv
Eypeov.

“... for he walks straight upon a road that hates pride, knowing
clearly what the upright ppéves from good fathers enjoin.”*°) Diago-
ras has inherited “upright poéves” from his fathers. Because of this
he avoids hybris. He has clear knowledge of what this type of ppéveg
“enjoin” upon him. The verb ypdw, used here to mean to “speak as a

%) For a detailed analysis of @priv in Ol 7, see my article “A Strand of
Thought in Pindar, Olympians 7, TAPA 112 (1982) 215-223.

%) See in particular //. 10.538 where Nestor fears in @prjv and other examples
in /I.9.244, Od. 24.353, Anac. 343.3 and 346.12 (PMG). See too App. One, Top-
ics.

1%) For a discussion of this passage see Sullivan (note 8) with bibliography. I
assume here with Mezger (note 7) 447, Gildersleeve (note 7) 191, Young (note 7)
94, and W.]. Verdenius, Pindar’s Seventh Olympian Ode: A Commentary (Amster-
dam 1972) 31, that the ppévec belong to Diagoras.
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prophecy”, or to “enjoin”, suggests that @péveg prescribe correct
moral behaviour. Here, then, as also in Homer, the Homeric Hymns,
and the other lyric poets, poéves function as a seat of a person’s
moral character.!') These pgéveg, as they function, apparently sug-
gest approved ways of behaving that Diagoras has accepted and
actively followed.

Diagoras’ gppéveg are dpfai. The image suggested by this adjective
seems to be that of something “straight up”, not “slanting side-
ways”.1?) Elsewhere we will hear of midyiog “crooked” @péveg (Is.
3.5, App. One, 49). Pindar’s use of e08vmopet;, “walk straight” in line
91, complements this image. Earlier in the same ode Pindar spoke, in
the case of the Heliadae, of a “straight road (dpfa 686¢) of affairs
being drawn out of ppéves” (7.47, App. One, 47). This has not hap-
pened to Diagoras. Nor like Tlepolemos in the same ode (24, 30)
have “sins” and “disturbances” affected his ppéves (App. One, 48
and 9). Diagoras possesses a clear knowledge of how to behave
without arrogance or pride. @péveg in this passage function promin-
ently in Diagoras as a seat of his character. Their nature as “upright”
has kept him from Aybris and allows him to walk with confidence.

In another passage @pnv is associated with planning, just as it is
quite frequently in Homer and the other lyric poets.’*) Pindar in
Nem. 1.27 says:

npdooet yap Eoy ucv odévog,
Poviaiot 5¢ pprnv, Eooduevov mPoideiv
ovyyevés olg Encrau.

“For strength functions in deed, @p7jv, in counsels, for those whom
an inborn skill of forseeing the future attends.” Those who have a
natural bent for seeing the future possess a @gijv that exercises its
function in forming plans. @grjvis clearly associated with the intel-
lectual activity of formulating choices. Apparently too in these peo-
ple the plans formed prove effective.

In Pyth. 6.36 above, Nestor’s porjv was shaken by fear. This is not
the case with the ppéves of Cyrene (Pyth. 9.32): p6Bw &5’ 00 xeyeiuav-

11) See, e.g. 11.13.432, 20.35; Od. 11.337, 18.249; H. Mer. 164; Theog. 65, 429,
433, 1261.

12) Verdenius (note 10) 31 suggests that the sense of dp8dgis “firm”, “sound”,
not “sincere”. All three ideas, however, may be present in the adjective.

13) See, e.g. 1. 17.469; Od. 1.444, 4.676; Phoc.7 (W); Sol. 33.4 (W); Theog.
1052. See also Aesch., Suppl. 599: podiiog poriv.
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tou ppéveg. “Her @pévec are not tempest-tost with fear.” As men-
tioned above (see note 9), ppévec are associated in Homer and the
other lyric poets with fear. Pindar’s image is a vivid one in this line:
what fear can do to ppévecis to attack them like a storm (yewpaivw).
Having @péves free from such fear and also an 7jrop “superior to
toil” (9.31a), Cyrene can battle a lion. Courage, then, seems asso-
ciated with these “fearless” poévec.t4)

In another passage gp7v has different qualities. In Pyth. 6.52 Pin-
dar says of Thrasybulus:

yAvxeia 66 ponv
xat OUUTOTALOLY OMAETY
uelood@v aucifetar TonToV mévov.

“His pprnvis sweet and, in keeping company with fellow-drinkers, it
surpasses the perforated labour of bees.”’®) These lines form part of
Pindar’s praise for Thrasybulus who handles his wealth wisely and
cultivates wisdom (47-51). The lines mentioning @p7jv suggest that
he is 2 welcome companion to others, bringing zeal and delight of
fellowship. His ggrjv is “sweet”, a description that fits the image of
the bee which Pindar introduces in the next line. It functions as the
seat of Thrasybulus’ character which is one that Pindar could highly
praise.

In other passages the picture Pindar gives of @grjv is a negative
one. In Pae.7b 18 (= fr.52h) he speaks of tvplai ppéveg “blind
poéves”. These belong to the man who “without the maids of Heli-
con traces out the deep road of wisdom” (19-20). The text is in
question here but ppéveg are said to be associated with the activity of
épevvdw, “tracing out” or “seeking after”. Pindar will connect this
activity with @p7jvalso in fr.61.4 (App. One, 24). The “deep road of
wisdom” appears to lie outside the range of human @géves. They
may try to find it but will be unable to “see” it. With the help of the
Muses, however, perhaps they can discover such a road. Thus Pindar
prays in the same fragment to “Memory and her daughters” for
ebuayavia, “resourcefulness” (15); this will help him in what he calls
an “immortal task” (21). This passage suggests a connection of

14y See also Pyth. 5.51 (App. One, 20) where Pindar mentions a @grjv that is
“fearless” (drapPric). See too App. One, Topics.

15) On this interpretation of these lines, see Gildersleeve (note 7) 320. Mezger
(note 7) 180, Schroeder (note 7) 64, and Farnell (note 7) 189 take dutleiv as an
epexegetic infinitive with yAvxeia, but this leaves a problem with xai
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poéveg with wisdom. Elsewhere too Pindar associates gpéveg and
wisdom (see App. One, Topics). The wisdom mentioned in this frag-
ment, however, is discovered only with divine aid. As we will see in
Section F, the gods can both help and harm @péves. The poet espe-
cially needs their help in his creative activity.

In Ol 7.30 Pindar mentions how the condition of @péves can
affect the wise person: ai 66 poevdv tagayai nagéniayéav xai
oopov. “The disturbances of @péves caused even a wise man to go
astray.” This line is part of the story Pindar gives of Tlepolemos.
Pindar first mentions how “sins hang around” human @géveg (24,
see below, Section E and App. One, 48). He then describes how Tle-
polemos in anger (yoAw6eig) killed his uncle (30). This anger appar-
ently occurred at the same time as the “disturbances of @géves”
which led Tlepolemos, even though he was wise, to commit murder.
In this story, Pindar does not excuse Tlepolemos for his actions or
remove responsibility from him.1¢) Nonetheless, he does suggest that
@oéveg are vulnerable to negative outside forces, in this case to “sins”
(24). They can be affected also by emotions that the person under-
goes, in this instance by anger.

In these lines Pindar speaks of zapayai of poéves. The genitive
plural of ppéves may be objective: “disturbances”, acting on @péveg,
negatively affect them. In this case @pévec would be vulnerable to
such “disturbances” coming from without. Or the genitive may be
subjective: “disturbances” coming from within @péves make a wise
man think incorrectly. When @oévec are thus disturbed, the person
fails to exhibit his usual wisdom. Once again, as in Pae. 7b 18 (App.
One, 8) @péves seem to be associated with wisdom and once again,
as in that passage, their condition affects its expression. Intellectual,
emotional, and volitional aspects of @gévec are present in this pas-
sage. They also function prominently as a seat of the person’s moral
character. We have heard the praise of Diagoras’ “upright poéves” in
the same ode (7.91, App. One, 4). Thus far they have not been sub-
ject to “disturbances”, like those of his ancestor Tlepolemos.

Another negative picture of pgéveg occurs at OL. 8.61: xovpdregat
yap dneipdrov ppéves. “For the @péves of the inexperienced are
rather flighty.” Pindar makes this remark after saying that “to teach
1s easier for one who knows; not to learn beforetimes is foolish”

16) On Tlepolemos’ responsibility, see especially O.Smith, “An Interpretation
of Pindar’s Seventh Olympian Ode”, C & M 28 (1969) 172-185; Verdenius (note
10) 15, and Sullivan (note 8) 219.
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(60). Experience brings @géves “substance” or knowledge. People
without experience have gpévegthat are “unsubstantial”, “flimsy”, or
“flighty” (2ov@dg). The passage suggest that @oévec can change and
mature and may do so as a person gains experience. Homer in 7/.
3.108 speaks of the ppéves of young men as “turning with the wind”
(17€0€8opat) and contrasts them with those of an older man, Priam.
Pindar too suggests this changeable nature of ppéveg. The thoughts,
feelings, or wishes of the inexperienced are not to be trusted since in
practice they may prove to be of little value. As elsewhere, poévec
here may indicate the character or temperament of such persons, one
that fails to have true substance.

Twice in Pyth. 4 Pindar mentions @géves in a negative way.?) At
line 41, he says that “the @péves of the seamen forgot” the orders
Medea gave concerning the clod of earth. In Homer too @gévec are
associated with forgetting.'®) Things to be remembered are appar-
ently placed in poéves but are not always recalled.

At line 139 Jason makes a remark about pgévec:

Evri uev dvardv ppéves dxvtepat
xépdog aivijoar npo dixag 6oV tpa-
xeiav Epnovrav npog EmPdav Suwg:

“The ppéveg of mortals are too quick to praise deceitful gain at the
expense of justice, mortals who come nonetheless to a rude reckon-
ing.” Here @péves are the location of human desires which aim
excessively towards “gain” (x£6pd0g). They praise this “gain” without
enough regard for justice.’®) Their “swiftness” leads a person to
ideas of profit, not of what is right. Gain apparently has a strong
attraction for human @géveg. Bacchylides will say that it “constrains”
even a “wise @piv” (see Section E, App. One, 51). Jason makes this
remark about the pgéves of mortals in general but applies it specif-
ically to Pelias who has, as we will see (Section B, App. One,
33),unusual “white” ppéveg. Human gpéves described in this way are
clearly the source of actions with moral implications. They are con-
nected in this passage with a disregard for justice. Elsewhere too we

17) See also the other two mentions of pgévesin Pyth. 4, namely 109 and 219,
discussed below in Sections C and D (App. One, 33 and 37).

18) See especially /. 2.33 where Agamemnon is not to forget orders. See too
Il 6.285, 15.61, and Od. 10.557.

%) On x£pdog see my discussion of this passage in S.Darcus. “An Echo of
Homer in Pindar, Pythian 4”, TAPA 107 (1977) 93-101. On this passage see also
Burton (note 7) 158-159.
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will see them associated with both justice and injustice (see App.
One, Topics).

In one ode, Ol 2.56-60, Pindar gives an interesting picture of the
poéves of the dead. In contrast to Homer who says that the dead
lack @oéveg (1l. 23.104), although in Teiresias they remain “firm”
(Od. 10.493), Pindar describes ppéves in the dead as follows:

el 6¢ viv &wv g oldev 10 péilov,
o1t Savovrwv usv év-
946’ avtin’ andAapvor ppéveg
nowvag Ereioay - 1a & Ev T¥8e Aio¢ doy@
alitpa xara yag Sixdler i ExySod
Abyov ppdoais avayxg

“If one having it [wealth] knows the future, that the helpless @pévec
of those dying here immediately pay the penalty - the sins committed
in this reign of Zeus someone beneath the earth judges, uttering his
sentence with hateful necessity.”?°) @géves in this passage are
described as anddapvog, “helpless” or “without resources”.2?)

In lines 53-56 Pindar highly praises “wealth adorned with vir-
tues.” But the person having wealth apparently is in a dangerous sit-
uation because he can misuse it. It is he, therefore, who should know
what happens to @pévec at death. Elsewhere too we will see a con-
nection between @g7jv and wealth (Pyth. 2.57 and Bacch. 1.162, App.
One, 17 and 52).22) Qpéves appear to be the location within the per-
son where decisions and choices concerning riches take place.

Upon death “helpless” pgéves pay for “sins” committed on earth.
It may be that ppéveg have to pay since they were in some degree or
other the source of such “sins”. Even though Pindar elsewhere also
refers to a @prjv that the dead have and by which they can hear
(Pyth. 5.101, App. One, 21), this ode may mention @géves in an
unusual way. It was written for Theron of Acragas, and perhaps
reflects eschatological ideas that were important in that region of
Sicily.?’) But even if Pindar is stating something of specific relevance

29) On this interpretation of the passage see Farnell (note 7) 17.

1) Pindar uses this adjective once elsewhere, in O/ 1.59 describing the life
(Biog) of Tantalus in the underworld.

22) On wealth in Pindar see T.K.Hubbard, The Pindaric Mind (Leiden 1985)
158-162.

3) On this ode see in particular van Leeuwen (note 7) and also further bibli-
ography in D.E.Gerber, “Studies in Greek Lyric Poetry 1967-1975”, CW 70
(1976-1977) 140-141.
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to Theron, it is interesting that he refers to ppévec as paying the pen-
alty and not yuy7, which is the part of the person usually assumed to
survive death. Pindar does mention wuvy7j further on in O/ 2 at line
70 where he describes people who have kept their “soul from acts of
injustice”.?¥) But at line 57 Pindar describes the survival of gpgévec.
These “helpless” pgéveg are judged in the underworld: they retain, it
seems, knowledge of what they did on earth and are aware of the
punishment they receive. In their ability to function after death, they
resemble the @péveg that Teiresias kept in the underworld. His
poéveg, however, were “firm” or “strong” (&unedor). Those of these
people who have sinned are “weak” or “helpless”.

Section A. Observations: In this Section we have discussed thirteen
passages of Pindar in which the presence of @prv or pgévec as an
agent in the person affecting his behaviour seems to be prominent.
Once Pindar addresses @p7jv in the vocative, asking it to “leave
aside” certain desires. @prjv can act as the source of words or song.
“Upright” ggéves can “enjoin” modes of behaviour. @orv can “act
by plans”. @péveg can be free from fear. @prjv can “mingle” sweetly
with fellow-drinkers. On the negative side, ppévec can be “blind” or
“flighty”. They can be the seat of “disturbances”. They can “forget”.
They can err in praising “gain at the expense of justice”. After death
“helpless” @oéves pay the penalty for sins committed on earth. In
these passages @péves appear in the nominative or vocative case
eleven times. In Homer, the Homeric Hymns, Hesiod, and the other
lyric poets @prjv appears thus only twenty-eight times. Even keeping
in mind the fragmentary nature of the poetry of the lyric poets, we
may see in these instances of Pindar a more prominent presence of
@o1jv or @péves within the person. Its range of activity as an inde-
pendent agent in the person appears to be increasing. Its effect upon
an individual’s behaviour may'also, therefore, be enhanced. In Pin-
dar, grjv may be less an entity that simply acts in accord with the
person, as it usually was in earlier authors. It may instead oppose
him and consequently he may need to exert greater control over it.

) Cf. too the reference to yuyai in fr. 133 of Pindar. These have undergone
some form of purification and are now reincarnated, perhaps approaching the
final stages of purification. It is interesting that Empedocles, also from Sicily,
spoke of a daiuwv in the person surviving after death and undergoing purifica-
tion as his soul. He too does not refer to wuy in this role.
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Section B. A Person Acts in, by, or with ppéveg

In seventeen passages of Pindar and Bacchylides a person acts in,
by, or with @géves. He finds in them a location of his actions, an
instrument that he can use, or an accompaniment with which he can
act. In the latter case (indicated by the comitative-instrumental
dative, an accusative of respect, or a subjective genitive), poévesc may
contribute activity of their own. Most instances of ggjv fall into this
category in Homer, the Homeric Hymns, and Hesiod (191 occur-
rences). In the other lyric poets only ten such passages occur and the
fragmentary nature of the evidence may be relevant here. In Pindar
and Bacchylides this form of reference to @g7jv again apears to be
prominent: a person frequently acts in, by, or with ppévec.

In two passages Pindar relates the composition of song with gpriv.
In Pae. 9.34-37 (= fr.52Kk), he says: “I have been granted fulfillment
by some divine [influence] to bring together a glorious song with
the pipe by the counsels of my @orv (uiideot poevig) for your
glory.” Pindar formulates the song by the thoughts and counsels to
be found in his gorjv. The expression udea ppevis suggests that
@o1iv itself is active in the composition of the poem. Homer too
spoke of “counsels” being present in @péveg (Il. 24.282, 24.674, and
Od. 19.353). Their presence in the @g7jv of Pindar along with divine
help leads to a “noble song”. As we saw above in Pae. 7b 18 (App.
One, 8), @pévec require the aid of the Muses. So here also two ele-
ments are needed for a poem: @p7jv and some help from the divine.

In the second passage, Ol 2.90, Pindar says:

Eneye Vv oxond t6fov, dye Jvué: tiva faiiouev
Ex paddands avre ppevog ebxiéag -
iotovg iEvreg;

“Hold now the bow to the mark, come #vuds. Whom are we hitting,
sending again arrows of fame from a gentle @o7/V’? The image of
sending arrows could be a hostile one but here it clearly is not. The
arrows are ones that will “bring fame”; the source of them is
“gentle” in nature. Dgrjv acts as a “quiver” of ideas or thoughts upon
which Pindar draws. The adjective paifaxdc suggests the presence
of kindness and gentleness in @p7jvtowards Theron, the recipient of
these arrows. Once again @prnv functions as the origin of what Pin-
dar intends to say. In this passage Buudg also is somehow involved.
But gp1jv contains the “arrows” that Pindar will use.

In other passages Pindar mentions various activities that a person
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carries on in, by, or with @géveg. In Nem. 3.62 Achilles is described
as “fixing it in his ppéves” (mijyvoui) that Memnon not return home.
In this passage, as often in Homer and the other lyric poets (see
above, note 13), ppéveg are associated with the formation of plans
and also with the will to carry them out. In another passage,
Pyth. 2.56-58, @p1v is mentioned again in relation to wisdom and
wealth (see also App. One, Topics). At line 56 Pindar says: “to be
wealthy with the luck of fortune is the height of wisdom.”?) In the
next line Hieron is described as being able to “show forth wealth
with a liberal po7jv” (édevbépa poevi). The adjective éledfepoc may
mean “liberal” or “free from compulsion”.?¢) Hieron can demon-
strate “wealth with good fortune” in a generous fashion. In so doing
he will show the “best part of wisdom”. A @p7jv that is “liberal” will
be the instrument that he uses to show forth this wisdom or the
“generous” accompaniment with which he acts. As we heard above
in O/ 2.57 (App. One, 13), those with wealth should in particular be
aware that “helpless pgéves” pay for crimes committed on earth.
With the right kind of @g7jv, however, and the ideas that it may
express, a person can prove himself wise in wealth. Hieron is to have
this kind of ¢@prjv. If he does, he may resemble another person
praised in Pyth. 2, Rhadamanthus, who “took as his lot the blameless
fruit of poéves” (see below, Section D and App. One, 39).

But how different is this pp7jv of Hieron from the poéveg of Ixion
described also in Pyth. 2! Lines 26-27 suggest a connection of @géveg
with love, one that is common in Homer, the Homeric Hymns, and
the other lyric poets.?’) Ixion loved Hera: uaivouévaic ppaciv /
“Hoag 67’ épaooaro. “When with raging @péves he loved Hera”.28)
Ppéveg are the means by which Ixion loved the goddess or the
accompaniment with which he expressed this emotion. These ppévec
are paivouevai, “raging” or “mad”, a state associated elsewhere also

%) On the interpretation of these difficult linés see Farnell (note 7) 125-135
and Burton (note 7) 120.

26) See Burton (note 7) 120, Carey (note 7) 45, and G. W. Most, The Measures
of Praise: Structure and Function in Pindar’s Second Pythian and Seventh Nemean
Odes (Géttingen 1985), Hypomnemata 83, 92-93.

) See, e.g., 1. 3.442, 14.294; Od. 15.421; H. Ven. 38, 57; Arch. 191 (W);
Theog. 1388; Iby. 286.13 (PMG); Sa. 47, 48. See too my article “Love Influences
Phrenes in Greek Lyric Poetry”, SO 58 (1983) 15-22, K. Crotty, Song and Action.
The Victory Odes of Pindar (Baltimore 1982) 93-103 (on eros in Pindar), and
App. One, Topics.

28) On the story of Ixion see Burton (note 7) 116-118. For the contrast of his
ppéves with those of Hieron see Lefkowitz (note 7) 23.
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with love.??) With such @géves Ixion imagined that love between a
mortal and an immortal was possible.’°) In his case the function of
poéveg was clearly distorted by the strong passion of love.

In another passage of Pindar a person likewise loves with gprv. In
Nem. 10.29 Pindar says of Theaios: Zed ndrep, wdv pav Eoarau
poevi, oy@ / ol otoua. “Father Zeus, whatever he loves with his
po1v, he is silent in his mouth.” @prjv is the location of certain
desires of Theaios or the means by which he experiences them. ®prjv
too may be the accompaniment he uses, itself expressing desires. But
Theaios does not divulge such desires openly; they remain hidden in
his @prjv. Here, as elsewhere, we see a connection of @grjv with
speech (see App. One, Topics).

In Pyth. 5 we find two other activities that a person carries on in
or with @orjv. At line 51 Pindar praises Carrhotus for bringing his
chariot through with “fearless oV’ (drapBei ppevi). Unlike the
poijv of Nestor that was shaken by terror and like the fearless
ppéveg of Cyrene, this @prjv is not negatively affected by fear.’t)
Instead, it is dragpprc, “fearless” or “dauntless”. It is the means or
accompaniment that Carrhotus acted with to achieve his victory.

At line 101 of Pyth. 5, as in OL 2.57 (App. One, 13), Pindar men-
tions a @p7jv of the dead. He speaks of “holy kings” who “hear
somehow of great excellence with their @giiv beneath the earth”
(xBovig ppevi), as songs are poured forth. These dead kings appar-
ently still retain some power of perception. Their y86viog @pijv acts
as a receiver of words of praise sung in the world above, functioning
as it did in the living person. Unlike the pgévecin Ol 2.57 that pay a
penalty after death, this @prjv of the “holy kings” takes part in
delight, still aware of what is going on in the world above.

In another ode, Pyth. 3, Pindar describes an activity human-beings
should carry on with ppévec (59-60):

X071} 12 éotxoTa maQ
dayovov paotevéuey varais ppaciv
yvovra 10 mdp nodds, olag eludv aioag.

%) See II. 6.160; Iby. 286.10; Anac. 359; note especially Anac. 398 where the
“dice of Eros are madness (uavizi) and battle noise”. See too Crotty (note 27)
93-94.

) @péveg are not called “raging” in Homer but at 7/ 15.128 Ares is addressed
as “raging, distracted in ppéveg.”

31) See Pyth. 6.36,9.32, and above note 9 on ggrivand fear, and also App. One,
Topics.
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“It 1s necessary for a man to seek with mortal gpéveswhat is approp-
riate from the gods, knowing that which is near at hand, of what we
are in fate.”?) Just as in Pae. 7b 18 (App. One, 8) where ppéves that
failed to seek divine help were called “blind”, “mortal @pévec” here
are associated with a need man has to seek divine help. They are to
be the instrument or accompaniment with which a person is to
search for “appropriate actions”. Pindar goes on in lines 61 and 62
to urge his own wuyd not to “hasten after immortal life”, but to
“exhaust the practicable resources”. “Appropriate actions” will, it
seems, essentially be 70 ndp m080¢, not events of the future that a
person cannot control.’*) They will accord with what man is “in
fate”, clearly stated in the adjective used with @géveg, “mortal”.
Dpéveg are associated in this passage with fitting moral behaviour,
one that has a divine source but is detectable, apparently, by human
ppéveg. Later in this same ode, Pyth. 3, Pindar will describe himself
as “honouring” the divinity that “encompasses” his @pévec and
“heeding” it according to his “resources” (108, see below Section F,
App. One, 55).) In practice, then, Pindar can be said to follow the
advice he gives here in lines 59-60.

In the same ode Pyth.3, Pindar speaks very differently of the
poéves of Coronis. She, by the “sins of her ppéves (duriaxiaio:
poevay) slighted” Apollo, marrying another while she was pregnant
by the god (12-13). In the lines that follow, Pindar criticises those
who “gaze on things that are afar, hunting idle dreams with hopes
that will not be fulfilled” (22-23). Coronis, he says, was such a per-
son. We have, then, in these two passages of Pyth.3a vivid contrast
between what “mortal @péves” should seek, namely “things near at
hand”, and the behaviour of Coronis, with her “sins of @géveg” and
her longing for what was distant and not to be. These “sins” may
have come into Coronis’ @géves from without (= @pevdv as an
objective genitive) or they may have arisen from within (subjective
genitive). Whatever the situation is, because of their presence, Coro-
nis erred greatly in moral behaviour.

Elsewhere Pindar mentions difficulties that human @géveg

32) Following Schroeder (note 7) 30 and Farnell (note 7) 140 I take @péves
with the verb uaorevéuev. Gildersleeve (note 7) 274 takes it with rd dowdra.

33) On the interpretation of this passage see Burton (note 7) 85 and Young
(note 7) 43.

34) For this comparison see Lefkowitz (note 7) 154.
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encounter. In fr.61 he speaks of “wisdom in which one man excels
over another in small measure”. He then says (4-6):

oV yap £06’ Gnwg 1@ Bedv

Povieduat’ épevvdoel footép poevi’

Bvardc &’ ano pareog Epv.
“For it is not possible that he will trace out the plans of the gods
with a mortal @orfv; he was born of a mortal mother.” Once again
po1jv is associated with wisdom (see App. One, Topics). The frag-
mentary text does not make the reference to wisdom at the begin-
ning of the fragment clear, but Pindar seems to be saying that man’s
share in it is small. He does state explicitly in the quoted lines, how-
ever, that what the gods arrange must remain hidden from men:
their @onv cannot discover it. We saw in Pyth. 3.59 (App. One, 22)
that the gpéveg of humans should seek out “what is fitting” from the
gods. This fragment says that something else lies outside the range
of po1jv, namely their “plans”. The verbs in the two passages suggest
similarity in activity: uaorebw and éoevvdw. But the first has an
accessible object, the second does not. Above we heard of Pindar
using the same verb dpcvvdw in describing those who tried to “trace
out the deep road of wisdom” without the aid of the Muses; their
poéveg were “blind” (Pae. 7b 18, App. One, 8). Divine help may give
humans what their pgéves prove “blind” to. Perhaps this may prove
true also of what the gods plan. Whether this is possible or not, fr.
61 clarifies the limitation of a @prjv that is “mortal”.3%)

In O/ 8.24 Pindar mentions other difficulties that @gv can face:

J 11 yap moAv xai moAAGE Pény,
000¢q Siaxpivar pevi ) napa xaPov
Svonaiés:

“For what swings in the balance much and in many ways, it is diffi-
cult to decide with an upright gpnv, not contrary to the fitting time.”
In these lines @prv is associated with the activity of “deciding” or
“discerning”. This same type of activity (but not indicated by this
particular verb) is commonly ascribed to @g7v in Homer, Hesiod,
and the other lyric poets.’) As in OL 7.91 (App. One, 4) go1jvhere is
“upright”. It is clearly associated with admirable moral behaviour in

3%) Pindar refers to fodrear ppéveg also in fr. 222.3 but the context is not clear.
%) See, e.g., Il. 10.507, 16.435; Od. 1.427, 10.438; Hes., W. & D. 688, Theog.
488; Sem. 7.27 (W); Pap. Oxy. 3538, fr.1.15 = Iby.

Copyright (¢) 2007 ProQuest LLC
Copyright (¢) Vandenhoek und Ruprecht



Sullivan, S. D., A Study of " phrenes' [Greek] in Pindar and Bacchylides, Glotta, 67 (1989) p.148

164 Shirley Darcus Sullivan

a situation of great importance or difficulty. But the decisions that a
person may use @pnv for or act with gg7jvin formulating will not be
reached without struggle (Svonaiés), especially if they are to be
appropriate likewise in terms of time (xaipdg). Part of the difficulty
may be in the quest of the “upright @7V’ to choose an honourable
course of action, especially since, as we heard in Pyth. 4.139 (App.
One, 12), ppéves can be “too quick to praise gain at the expense of
justice”. This passage in OL 8 shows the involvement of @grjv in
moral choices. A person’s use of an “upright @i}V’ may prove pro-
blematic.

In another passage Pindar speaks of the dangers that can come
with victory or wealth (/5. 3.2):

El tig¢ avépdv evtvyfioais i ovv e060&oic dédloig
71 oféver mAovrov xatéyel ppaoiv aiavij xdpov,
alio¢ evAoyiaig aotdv puepiydar.

“If any man, faring well either in glorious contests or in strength of
wealth, checks irritating greed that lies in his @oéves (or checks it
with his gpéves), he deserves to be mingled with the praises of the cit-
izens.” Pindar goes on to say that prosperity (8180¢) does not abide
long with “crooked @oéves” (3.5, see Section E, App. One, 49). As we
saw in passages already discussed, ppévec are associated with wealth,
which poses dangers but can give an opportunity for honourable
behaviour.’’) In this passage Pindar says that the person who
“checks greed” is to be praised. This “greed” is either present in
ppEéves or Ppéves are the means by which a person checks it. Kdgog
is described in these lines as “nagging” or “irritating”.>®) It eats away
at ppéveg and its effect must be resisted. Once again @ppéveg are con-
nected with moral character and are related to admirable behaviour.

In four passages of Bacchylides a person acts in, by, or with
poéves. In two of these @prjv functions as the place where a person
“takes delight”. Someone does this in 16.7: pgéva tepnduevog. In
17.131 the “Lord of Delos”, who “has rejoiced in his @oriv (poéva
lavBeic) at the Cean dances,” is asked to send blessings. Frequently
in Homer, the Homeric Hymns, Hesiod, and the other lyric poets

37) See above on Ol 2.57 (App. One, 13) and Pyth. 2.57 (App. One, 17). See
also App. One, Topics.

38) On the meaning of this adjective see Bury (note 7) 22, Fennell (note 7) 167,
and Thummer (note 7) 60.
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po1jvis associated with pleasure or delight.>?) These two passages of
Bacchylides show that a person still experienced this emotion of joy
there.

In fragment 11.1-7 Bacchylides says that the one road to human
happiness 1s to have a “fvudg without sorrow”. He contrasts this
ideal with the person who “is busy about ten thousand things with
his oV’ (uvpia uev aupinolei ppevi). This person is also “tossed
about in heart” (#ap) and has “fruitless labour”. We see in these
lines the association of @gr7jv with deliberation and pondering on
many matters, activities with which they are often connected in ear-
lier poets (see note 36). But in this case the intellectual or emotional
activity is seen as a detriment to serenity. An overactive @gijv can
prove harmful.4)

In the fourth passage, 14.11, Bacchylides relates @péves to excel-
lence:

popijar 8’ avépdv doetfai] pio &’ éx
naodjy mpoxeiral,

O¢ ta] mapyelpoc xvpiova-
oev Suxaiaior poéveooty.

“Ten thousand are the excellences of men; one of all is preferable,
[that of the man] who governs the things at hand with just ppéveg.
Just as they were in Pindar, poéves here are connected with justice.*!)
Bacchylides likewise refers again to “just (§ixatos) @péves” in 11.124
and a “righteous-judging” (£06061x0¢) ppriv in 5.6 (see below Sec-
tion C, App. One, 34 and 35). In this passage he says that the highest
expression of excellence is to be found in the handling of daily
affairs with justice. The way in which this handling will take place is
with ggéveg that are “just”. The thoughts, decisions, and choices that
are made will bear this quality. A person acts in these @péveg, by
them as an instrument, or with them as an accompaniment. In this
passage @péves are associated, as they often were in Pindar, with
moral character and actions.

The relationship of person to these affairs is one of “guiding” or

%) See, e.g., Il 1.474, 19.174; Od. 5.74, 8.368; H. Cer. 232; Hes., Theog. 173;
Alem. 7.5 (PMG); Mim. 7.1 (W); Theog. 787, 795, 921.

49) Elsewhere in Bacchylides we will see @grjv associated with “cares” or “wor-
ries”: 5.6 (App. One, 35). See too App. One, Topics: Distress.

41) Namely in O/ 7.91, Pyth. 4.139, Ol. 2.57, OL. 8.24. See too App. One, Top-

1Cs.
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“governing” (xvfeovdw). Twice elsewhere Bacchylides connects this
same notion of “guiding” or “directing” with @oéves (12.3, 17.22, see
Sections F and G, App. One, 56 and 58). Here the focus of “govern-
ing” will be on “things near at hand” (7@ mapyepos). The behav-
iour praised in these lines of Bacchylides seems to resemble that rec-
ommended by Pindar in Pyth. 3 (App. One, 22) where one is to “seek
with mortal ppévec what is appropriate from the gods, knowing what
is near at hand” (70 map 1080¢). In another ode, O/. 8.24, Pindar also
said that reaching a decision “with an upright @o7v” in a crucial situ-
ation is difficult (App. One, 25). If one does make an honourable
decision, it is clearly worthy of praise. It is this achievement that
Bacchylides praises. Ode 14.11 shows his view that the apt and just
handling of present challenges and difficulties with @géves deserves
admiration.

Section B. Observations: In this Section we have treated seventeen
passages in which a person acts in, by, or with gpévec. The activities
to be found in these passages are varied in nature. In summary these
include the following (with numbers given from App. One). The
activities of speaking (14-15), planning or pondering (14, 16, 29), or
loving (18, 19) are found. A person can “hear” in the underworld
with gprv (21), act fearlessly with it (20), or take delight in it (27,
28). One can “show forth wealth with a liberal gV’ (17). With
“mortal @péveg” one should seek from the gods “what is fitting”
(22). But the “plans of the gods” one cannot discover with a “mortal
o7V’ (24). Through “sins” of @péves one can treat a god slightingly
(23). One should check greed with pgéveg (26). To decide an impor-
tant issue with an “upright @gjv” is difficult (25). But to handle
affairs at hand with “just pgéveg” is the highest expression of excel-
lence (30). In these passages @priv and @ppéves are very much a loca-
tion where someone acts, the instrument by which he acts, or the
accompaniment with which he acts. Intellectual, emotional, and voli-
tional aspects of pgéveg are prominent. They function also often as a
seat of a person’s moral character or temperament. In terms of rela-
tionship to person, @gijv or Poéves seem in most cases to be subordi-
nate to the individual or to act in co-operation with him. A situation
of harmony exists between person and @géveg.
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Section C. A Person Has a Direct Relationship with ppéveg

Five passages of Pindar and Bacchylides indicate a direct relation-
ship of person and ¢@géves. As in Homer (where only eleven such
instances are found) and in Hesiod (where there are none), a person
does not appear in these two poets to exert frequent control over
poéves. In the other lyric poets nine passages of this type are found
and some control over ppévec is suggested by them.*?) But the frag-
mentary nature of the evidence is important here both in the case of
these other poets and with Pindar and Bacchylides. In the latter two,
many more cases of a person directly affecting @pévec may have
been present in their poetry. The presence of only five such instances
in their extant poetry, however, suggests that this relationship was
not a common one.

In one passage of Pindar, Nem. 7.26, the physical aspect of pgéves
as entities associated with the chest region is present. “Mighty Ajax
fixed a smooth sword through his poévec” (énaée i poeviv). The
physical connotation of @géveg is thus still to be found in Pindar.
This image of “fixing” in @péves we saw also above (with the same
verb, zjyvoutr) in Nem. 3.62 (App. One, 16) when Achilles “fixed it
in his ppévec” that Memnon not return home. Both these passages
show that @péves could function as the location of the actual physi-
cal placement of an object or as a receiver of ideas.

In fr. 124b 11 certain persons are described thus:

aébovrar ppévag aumeAivois 10lots SapEvTes

“They expand their pgéveg, being conquered by the arrows of the
vine.” In Homer, and the other lyric poets, wine strongly affects
poéveg, usually in a negative way.+’) In this instance in Pindar wine
seems to cause an inflated way of thinking. What happens when
poéves are “expanded” is not clear but perhaps boasting or an exag-
gerated sense of self-worth is implied. Although an “increase” in
Bvuog is mentioned already in Homer,*) this is the first time pgévec
are described in this way. Bacchylides in 1.162 (see below, Section E,

42) See the discussion of these in Sullivan, “pgéves in the Greek Lyric Poets”
(note 1).

43) See, e.g., Od. 9.362, 9.454, 10.557, 18.331, 19.122, 21.297; Arch.120 (W);
Alc. 358.

44) See Il 17.226. See also Hes., Theog. 461, fr. 317; Pind. Nem. 3.58. On the
expression, to “expand @péveg”, see also Jebb (note 7) 249 and Maehler (note 6)
21.
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App. One, 52) will speak of wealth having the same effect on ppévec.
Both passages illustrate that @ppéves change as the result of outside
influences. In the case of wine, the effect may be a negative one.

In a well-known passage in Pyth. 4, Jason says of Pelias (109-110):

nievSouan yap viv lediav &deuiv Agv-
xais mdioavria pgaciv
QUETEPWV ATOoVAdoaL Plaiwg GEYESIXAY TOXEDV"

“For I learn that lawless Pelias, having trusted in his white pgéveg,
violently stole it [the honour of kingship] from our parents, ruling in
right.” The picture of Pelias is a negative one: he is “lawless” and
acts with violence. The exact meaning of AevxOg is unclear, especially
since Pindar nowhere else mentions this adjective in connection with
a psychic term. This adjective also does not occur in a similar con-
text elsewhere in the poets of the Archaic Age, Herodotus, Thucy-
dides, Aristophanes, or the Greek tragedians. No reference either is
found in these writers to a person “trusting @oéves” except the one
in Homer to Agamemnon. At //. 9.119, Agamemnon says that, as he
took Briseis, he “trusted baneful (Asvyaiénor) ppéved”. Agamemnon,
however, is also described as having @oéves very different from
those of Pelias in colour: his can be “black” (//. 1.103) and were as
he grew angry with Achilles. The phrase, therefore, “to trust pgéves”
is quite unusual. Pelias trusts those that are Asvxai Agamemnon,
those that are Agvyadéai. The expression in Pyth. 4.109 is so similar
to the one describing Agamemnon in Il. 9.119 that Pindar is likely
deliberately echoing this passage of Homer. In an article treating
this passage,*®) I suggest that Pindar wishes to point a startling con-
trast between Pelias and Agamemnon. “Black” and “baneful” ppéves
are likely ones darkened by strong emotion.*) Pelias’ “white ppéves”
seem to be the opposite: cold, calculating, and unresponsive to emo-
tion. By echoing the Homeric line, Pindar thus elucidates the mean-
ing of the adjective Acvxds Trusting such “white @oéves”, Pelias
stole power from Jason’s parents. We saw above in Jason’s second
speech to Pelias his general statement that “@ppéveg are too quick to
praise deceitful gain at the expense of justice” (139-140, App. One,
12). In saying this, Jason makes specific reference to Pelias. These

45) See Darcus (note 19). This article offers also detailed bibliography on this
passage of Pindar. See also Segal (note 7) 36 n.10.

46) See a full discussion of “black @géves” in Sullivan, Psychological Activity
(note 1), Chapter Three on I.8.
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lines of this second speech may therefore suggest additional features
of “white pgéves”: they are greedy as well as being unjust.

As we have observed already (see above, note 41 and App. One,
Topics), ppéves are associated in Pindar with the expression of jus-
tice, either in a positive or negative way. In this passage of Pyth. 4
their activity is clearly stated to be the source of Pelias’ unjust behav-
iour. He trusted the way in which they functioned. The phrase
“white poéves” tells us about intellectual, emotional, and volitional
aspects of this psychic entity in Pelias; it also indicates aspects of his
moral character, one hardly to be praised.

In two passages of Bacchylides one has a direct relationship with
poéves. First, in 11.123-126 he says:

Swaiog
dotis Eyel ppévag, £v-
orjoet avv dnavr yedvar
popics dAxag Ayaipv.

“Whoever has just pgéves will discover through all time the count-
less acts of courage of the Achaeans.” Bacchylides refers here to the
actions of the Achaeans at Troy. “Just ppéves” in this context are
ones which will know how to allot praise fairly. They will not distort
or deny the achievements of the Greeks. Elsewhere in Bacchylides
we heard of the man who governs the things at hand with “just
poéves” (14.11, App. One, 30). Such “just @éveg” in Bacchylides’
view clearly help a person deal with the present admirably and with
the past, fairly.
Second, in 5.6-8 Bacchylides says:

ppéva &’ eVBVSHfolv
aToéyu’ aunavoas HEQUIVEV
devp’ (@y) &Bpnoov vowr-

“Having quietly made your righteous-judging @giv cease from
cares, gaze here with your véoc.” Bacchylides compliments Hieron
by calling his gp7jv “righteous-judging” or “just”, using in this case
the adjective £60061x0¢.’) But this @privis under the stress of “cares”
(uépuvai) from which Hieron should strive to be free. Perhaps like
the man Bacchylides describes in fr.11.4 (App. One, 29), who “is
busy about ten thousand things in his pgéves,” Hieron is engaging
too much in worried thought. The “cares” found in pg7jv apparently

47) On the meaning of this adjective see Maehler (note 6) 88.
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hamper in some way the “gaze” of vdog which in this situation is to
be desired.®) In Homer, the Homeric Hymns, and the other lyric
poets,*’) ppéves function quite frequently as a seat of pain or dis-
tress. In this passage of Bacchylides ppnv likewise functions in this
way.

Section C. Observations: In these five passages of Pindar and Bac-
chylides a person related directly to @prv or ppéves. Ajax “fixed” a
sword through @péveg. People under the influence of wine “expand”
their ppéveg. Pelias “trusted white @péves.” Someone can “have just
poéves” or free a “righteous-judging @prv from cares”. These pas-
sages indicate that a person could exert some direct control over
poéves but did so relatively rarely in the extant poetry of these two
authors.

Section D. A Person Is Described in respect to ppéveg

In four passages of Pindar a person is described in relation to
poéves. In these passages both person and @péves seem prominent,
each contributing to the situation at hand.

In a passage of Pindar, Ol 1.41, Poseidon is said to have stolen
away Pelops, “conquered in his pgéves with desire” (Sauévra poévac
{uépq). Here we see again the involvement of @pévecin love, just as
they were in Homer, the other lyric poets, and Pindar himself.>°)
Doéveg act as the seat where desire is felt. Poseidon “conquered” in
this way steals Pelops.®') The emotion experienced in @péveg
strongly influences his behaviour.

In another passage also ppéveg are affected by the passion of love.
At Pyth. 4.219 Pindar describés Medea: nofeiva 6° “EAAag adrdav / év
poaoi xawouévav Sovéor pudonyt IeBovs. “Greece, longed for,
shook her, burning in her ppéveg, with the whip of Persuasion.” As

%) On vdos in this passage see my discussion in “Noos and Vision: Five Pas-
sages in the Greek Lyric Poets” (forthcoming in SO 1989).

4) See, e.g., 1. 15.61,17.83; Od. 4.813, 8.541; H. Ven. 243; Mim. 1.7 (W); Sol.
4c (W); Theog. 593, 657. In Mim. 1.7 uépwsvat are specifically mentioned.

59) See above note 27 and Pind., Pyth. 2.26 and Nem. 10.29 (App. One, 18 and
19). See too App. One, Topics.

51) Note that the same verb, Sauvdw was used in fr. 124b 11 (App. One, 32)
when people “expand” their ppéveg, “conquered” by wine.
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elsewhere in Pindar, Peitho is used here in an erotic context.’?)
Medea is passionately in love with Jason. @péveg are the location of
this strong emotion and greatly influence how Medea thinks. Now
Greece becomes “longed for” because of the love present in her
poéveg. In this she resembles Ixion (Pyth. 2.26, App. One, 18) who
loved Hera with “raging @oéveg”.

In two other passages praise is given to people because of their
poéveg. In Is. 6.71 Pindar speaks highly of Lampon as one “pursuing
measure with his intelligence (yv@un), and gaining possession of mea-
sure.” He then says of him: yAdooa 6’ 00x &w poevav. “His tongue
is not outside his @oévec.” Lampon’s words evidently reflect the
thoughts of his gpéveg, assumed to be of an admirable nature, per-
haps showing forth the “measure” that he has sought and found.??)
In these lines we see an explicit association of @péves with speech
(see too App. One, Topics). In this case they serve as the source of
words.

In Pyth. 2.73 Pindar says of Rhadamanthus: “he fared well because
he received as his lot the blameless fruit of ppéves” (poevav Eiaye
xaprov auduntov). He goes on to say that Rhadamanthus also “did
not delight his Guudc within by deceits” (74). The “fruit” of Rhada-
manthus’ ppéveg was “without fault”. This probably involved his
thoughts and judgements. Nor in his fuudg did he enjoy practising
deceit. In terms of both psychic entities he deserved praise. Both act
in him as seats of his intellectual activities and also traits of his char-
acter. Pindar elsewhere spoke of a “sweet fruit of @gr}v” when he
described an ode he was sending to Diagoras (Ol 7.8, App. One, 2).
What @péveg are able to produce or to bring forth can clearly be pos-
itive in nature.

Section D. Observations: We treated four passages of Pindar in
this Section. In two of these a person is strongly affected by love in
poéves. In the other two a person deserves praise, in the first because
his speech reflects ppéveg, clearly thought to be of an admirable
nature, and in the second because his conduct shows the “fruit” of
his ppéves to be “blameless.” @péveg function in these passages as a
psychic entity within the person that can significantly affect his
behaviour.

52) See Pyth.9.39, fr. 122.2, 123.14. See too Mezger (note 7) 226 and Burton
(note 7) 165.

53) On the meaning of this expression see Bury (note 7) 118 and Fennell (note
7) 199.
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Section E. Outside Objects Act on or in ppéves

In Pindar and Bacchylides thirteen passages mention outside
objects affecting ppévec directly or being placed in them. They show
how @oéveg, just as they often were in Homer, the Homeric Hymns,
and the other lyric poets, were frequently open to outside influ-
ences.**) @péves do not appear to have fixed boundaries but can be
positively or negatively affected from without. When this happens,
they influence significantly how a person acts.

In three passages song is mentioned in relation to @géveg. At Ol
10.2 Pindar asks that someone read the name of an Olympian victor
“where it has been written” on his @pniv (7660 poevic / éuds véyparn-
tay). It is @prjv that contains the victor’s name. Just as in OL 7.8
(App. One, 2), where a song was called the “sweet fruit of my @p7jv;”
here too @p7jv may act as the source of the ode to follow, written for
this same victor. Pindar had apparently forgotten his promise to
write such an ode (10.3-6) but now he has remembered. In Pyth.
4.41 (App. One, 11) he mentions @pévec that forget. Whether porv
in this passage was involved with forgetting or remembering is not
clear but it is in @g7jv that the subject of song is to be found.

Nem. 4.8 speaks of a“word” being drawn from ¢prjv:

Ofjua &’ oyudrav yoovidtepov Blotever,
6 1t xe ovv Xapitov tye
yAdooa poevog éEéAol Paldeing.

“The word lives longer than deeds which a tongue draws forth from
a deep @p7jv with the favour of the Graces.” @psjv in this passage is
described as “deep”.*s) This is a characteristic given to it in //. 19.125
where pain strikes the “deep @7}V’ of Zeus. It is found also in The-
ognis 1052 where Kyrnos is to “take counsel” with his “deep @prv.”
In this passage of Pindar, it suggests “depth” of thought and reflect-
ion, lying behind the words spoken. We see @p7iv once again func-
tioning as a source of speech. With the help of the Graces words
coming from a “deep @g7jV” may prove very enduring.

In Pyth.1.12 @pévec act as receivers of song. “Shafts of song

54) See e.g., 1. 1.362, 15.61, 18.73; Od. 11.195, 17.470, 24.423; H. Ven. 207;
Arch. 191 (W); Mim. 1.7 (W); Theog. 787; Sa. 47; Alc. 336.

%5) Pindar once uses the adjective fafppwvto describe the Muses in Nem. 7.1
This adjective is found also in Sol. 33.1 (W). For further on the adjective “deep”
see my article “@péveg in the Greek Lyric Poets” (note 1) on Theognis 1052.
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soothe even the @péves of the gods” (xfAa 66 xai Saudveov Oélye
potvag). Here ppéves function as a seat of joy or pleasure, as they
frequently do in Homer, Hesiod, and the other lyric poets (see
above, note 39) and as @pnv does in Bacchylides 16.7 and 17.131
(App. One, 27 and 28). In this case “shafts” of song “soothe” or
“calm” divine @pgéveg removing perhaps the presence of agitated or
distressful thoughts.*¢)

In a difficult passage at Pyth. 5.18-20,%7) Pindar speaks of an
“honour” mingled with Arcesilaus’ @oriv:

UEYaAGY moAiwv
EyeL ovyyevic
Spfaruos aibootarov yéoag
TEE TODTO UELYVUUEVOV PQEVI

“The inherited crown of many cities holds this most revered honour
that is mingled with your @g7v.” The “honour” mentioned here
refers to the dignity of being king. This is one that is appropriate for
Arcesilaus: his pp7jv apparently allows him to be a good and honou-
rable king. @prjv in these lines acts as the seat of Arcesilaus’ temper-
ament or character, one worthy of kingship.

In other passages of Pindar a variety of forces can act on @pévec.
In Nem. 3.39, Pindar says of Telamon: 006¢ viv mote pdfog avépo-
dapag / Enavoev axuav poevav. “Nor ever did fear, conqueror of
men, stop him as regards the keen edge of his @péves” In this case
fear does not adversely affect Telamon’s gprv although it often
overcomes men. Elsewhere in Homer, the other lyric poets, Pindar
himself, and Bacchylides, we have seen pgévec affected by fear (see
above, note 9 and App. One, Topics). In this case the “keen edge of
pE£éveg” remains unharmed by fear, which can, it seems, “blunt” their
thoughts and their ability to make decisions. This was especially true
of Nestor in Pyth. 6.36 (App. One, 3).

In Is. 2.43 Pindar says that Thrasybulus should not keep in silence
the “excellence of his fathers” of the “hymns” that Pindar writes
“because envious hopes hang about the poéveg of mortals” (pfov-
goail Bvatdv poévag dupixpéuavrar EAnideg). In these lines “hopes
hang around” gpéves; elsewhere we will hear of “sins” doing like-

%¢) For this interpretation of xia see Burton (note 7) 96-97.

57) On the interpretation of these lines (and especially the noun dpbaiudg) see
Farnell (note 7) 169~171, whom I follow, and Burton (note 7) 139-132, who
mentions different ways of understanding them.
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wise (Ol 7.24, App. One, 48). In this case these hopes are “envious”.
Other people, it appears, hope that the achievements of Thrasybulus
and his ancestors will quickly be forgotten, lost in silence.’8) The
image of hopes surrounding @pévesc suggests that @péves are
“caught” or “ensnared” by them. Such hopes do not appear to arise
from within @péveg themselves.

In Pyth. 10.60 Pindar says that “desires” affect @pévec: “for
desires of different things chafe the ppévec of different people” (xai
yap / Etépois Etépav Eowtes Exvicav ppévag). He then says that if
a person does achieve what he longs for, he should hold it as a
“coveted care by his feet” (dpnaléa poovrig) and not try to foresee
those things that time may not bring (61-63). As with hopes, pgévec
appear to be affected from without by “desires” or “longings” which
differ from person to person. These desires “chafe” or “irritate”
(xvilw) poéveg. They may lead to worried thoughts and distress. The
noun £pwg reminds us of other passages in Homer, the Homeric
Hymns, the other lyric poets, and Pindar where @péveg are involved
in love (see above, note 27 and App. One, Topics). But here it is not
used in a restricted erotic sense but refers more generally to
“desires” that human-beings feel.>?) The fulfillment of such desires
in ppéveg Pindar calls a ppovri, “care” or “desire”; this is to be kept
as a cherished possession (61). A person is, apparently, to resist
“desires” which might cause him to overlook what he has already
received. Such desires might bear reference to a future time that will
not bring them to pass. It may be this kind of desire in particular
that Pindar believes can “chafe” or “irritate” ppévec.

In OL7.46-47, it is “forgetfulness” that harms gppéveg:

b \ \ 7 \ A 3 e Ve

Emt pav Baiver Tt xai Aadag atéxuapta vépog,
xel TaAPEAXEL TIPAYUdTOV 6pdav 666V

&w poeviv.

“There came also in some way an obscure cloud of forgetfulness and
it drew the straight road of action outside of ggévec.” The Heliadae
forgot to bring fire in a sacrifice for Athena. As we heard in Pyth.
4.41, poéveg can “forget” (App. One, 11, see too note 18). In O/ 7.30
the image is one of their “clear vision” being clouded and dimmed.
In this same ode we heard of Tlepolemos’ pgévec being affected by

%8) For a discussion of these lines see W.].Verdenius, “Pindar’s Second Isth-
mian Ode, A Commentary”, Mn 35 (1982) 32-34.
%) On this passage see Farnell (note 7) 219-220 and Burton (note 7) 11.

Copyright (¢) 2007 ProQuest LLC
Copyright (¢) Vandenhoek und Ruprecht



Sullivan, S. D., A Study of " phrenes' [Greek] in Pindar and Bacchylides, Glotta, 67 (1989) p.148

A Study of pgéves in Pindar and Bacchylides 175

“disturbances” (7.30; App. One, 9) and, in contrast, Diagoras know-
ing clearly what “upright @géves” inherited from his ancestors
“enjoined” (7.91; App. One, 4). Like Tlepolemos, the Heliadae pro-
ved vulnerable in their poéveg. It is a “straight (6060c) road” that the
“cloud of forgetfulness” removes from their @ppéveg, the same adjec-
tive that is applied to the @péves Diagoras possesses. In both pas-
sages of Ol 7, then, ppéves are associated with approved moral
behaviour. In the Heliadae this was obscured in a mysterious way by
forgetfulness.*°)

In another passage in O/ 7 we hear again that @géves are open to
negative influences (24-25). As he begins the story of Tlepolemos
and how he came to kill his uncle, both in anger and with “distur-
bances” in his @géves (7.30, App. One, 9), Pindar makes the general
statement: “Around the @géves of men unnumbered sins hang” (due!
&’ avlpdnawv ppaolv duniaxiar / avepibunror xpéuavral). As we
mentioned above,!) Pindar does not remove responsibility from Tle-
polemos by mentioning these “sins” that “hang about” human
poéveg. But like the hopes mentioned in /s. 2.43 (App. One, 45),
these “unnumbered sins” enclose or ensnare ppéveg, damaging their
ability to make wise and moral choices. Coronis also erred because
of the “sins” (duniaxiai) of her ppéves: she treated Apollo slightin-
gly (Pyth.3.13, App. One, 23). In each case where these “sins” of
@OEveg are mentioned, a person is held accountable for them, but in
Pindar’s view they are something to which @péveg themselves proved
vulnerable.

In the opening lines of Is. 3, Pindar praises the man who “checks
irritating greed that is in his poévec” or “checks” it “with his poéveg”
(3.2, App. One, 26). He goes on to speak of prosperity (3150¢), say-
ing that “it lives greater in those who show reverence [to Zeus]; for
crooked ppéves (mAayioug poéveoory) prosperity, flourishing, does
not associate for all time in the same way.” Here @oéveg are called
mAgyiay, “crooked” or “perverse”. We can contrast them with the
“upright” (dp8ai) ppéves Pindar mentions in O/ 7.91 and 8.24 (App.
One, 4 and 25). In this passage these “crooked” ppéveg clearly differ
from those referred to in line 2, with which one checks greed
(x0p0g). We may note that the only other instance of the adjective
nmAdyio¢ in Pindar occurs in Nem. 1.64, modifying x0gog. These

) On this passage see also Sullivan (note 8) 220-221 with further bibliogra-
phy.
1) See note 16 and Sullivan (note 8) 217-218 on this passage.
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“crooked” or “wayward” gpéveg, blinded by prosperity, fail to show
the proper reverence for Zeus.$?) They function within the person as
the seat of his judgement and moral character. Because of their
“crooked” nature, the person will fail to have lasting prosperity.

In three passages of Bacchylides outside influences affect poévec.
Fr.20 B 8: £bte ... Kompiboég ©° éAn i (Si)eibboon @oé,vag, “when
hope of Kypris sets poéves aflutter.” In Pindar we heard of “envious
hopes hanging about” gpéves (Is. 2.43, App. One, 45). In this case
the hope is for love. Once again, as in other passages, poévec are
involved in the emotion of love (see note 27 and App. One, Topics).
These @péveg are “set aflutter”: some influence upon thoughts and
feelings is indicated, one that makes them flighty or unstable. Calm,
rational deliberation seems far removed from such ppévec.

In fr. 1.1 Bacchylides says that “gain constrains even a wise @pijv’
(poéva xai muxvav / xépbog avBpdnwv Pidtay). “Gain” applies an
irresistable force to man’s gprfvwhich proves vulnerable to its attrac-
tions. Pindar too had said in Pyth. 4.139 (App. One, 12) that the
poéveg of mortals are “too quick to praise deceitful gain at the
expense of justice.” Bacchylides here remarks that even a “wise
@o1iv” 1s not exempt. The adjective mvxivdc is found with @prv in
Homer, the Homeric Hymns, and the other lyric poets.¢?) In this pas-
sage it suggests that even the person who usually thinks and judges
well can be victimized by profit.

In 1.162 Bacchylides speaks of wealth. It “associates with men
who are wretched and is ready to increase the ppéves of a man”
(80éAer 6’ abéev ppévag avdpds). Wealth “puffs up” or “expands”
poéveg. It apparently “increases” thoughts in the person, giving him
perhaps a distorted picture of his importance or abilities. In fr. 124 b
11 of Pindar (App. One, 32) we heard of people “increasing their
poéveg” under the influence of wine. In this ode of Bacchylides the
expansion happens to @péveg, which prove susceptible to wealth’s
influence. Pindar spoke of the dangers of wealth, recommending
that a person take care to use it in a moral way.®¥) In Bacchylides, the
expansion of pgévesby wealth seems to be a negative condition.

Section E. Observations: In these thirteen passages of Pindar and
Bacchylides we have seen @pévec open to various influences. In Pin-

¢2) On these “crooked ppévec” see Thummer (note 7) 60.

) See Il. 14.294; H. Ven. 38, 243; Theog. 1388; Stes. S88 i 19 (Page); Alc. 39.

) See O 2.57, Pyth. 2.57, 6.52, and Is. 3.2 (App. One, 7, 13, 17, 26) and App.
One, Topics.
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dar we find that song comes from @péves or is received by them.
“Honour” is “mingled” with gginjv. “Fear” can hurt ppéveg, “hopes”
and “sins” surround them, different “desires” chafe them. “Forget-
fulness” can lead them from correct behaviour. “Prosperity” will not
stay long with “crooked” @péves. Bacchylides mentions three influ-
ences upon @géveg, “hope of love”, “gain”, and “wealth”. These pas-
sages show how vulnerable porjv and @oéves can be. When they are
influenced from without, a person’s behaviour is also markedly
affected.

Section F. Outside Agents Act on or in ppEveg

In five passages of Pindar and Bacchylides a god acts upon human
poéveg. They prove open to divine influence, just as they frequently
do in Homer, the Homeric Hymns, Hesiod, and the other lyric
poets.®®) Frequently too in these other authors one human-being can
affect the @pgpévec of another but this does not occur in Pindar or
Bacchylides. Such mentions, however, could have occurred in poems
that have been lost. The influence the gods have in these five pas-
sages can be positive or negative.

In Nem. 10.12 Pindar says: Zeus “has matched with straight jus-
tice the fruit of poévec (ppevadv xapmov evbeig ovvdpuolev dixg) in
the father of Adrastus and in Lynceus.” Once again, as in O/. 7.8 and
Pyth. 2.73 (App. One, 2 and 39), Pindar speaks of the “fruit” of
poéves. In those passages this “fruit” referred to Pindar’s song and
to the thoughts and judgements of Rhadamanthus. Here we see a
connection of @géves with “straight justice”. @péveg function as a
seat of the character of these two men. In these ppéves justice is to
be found, revealing itself, apparently, in speech and action. Once
again too in this passage, as we have seen elsewhere (see App. One,
Topics), poéveg are associated with justice. In this case Zeus himself
has given it as a gift to ppéveg.

In Nem.7.60 Pindar mentions Moira. He says that it “does not
harm the understanding of @péves” (obveowv ovx dnofidnre
poevdy) in Thearion. In this line “understanding” or “intelligence”
1s centered in @péveg. This can suffer harm but has not done so thus
far in Thearion.

) See, e.g., Il 4.104, 15.724, 19.137; Od. 1.42, 18.158, 21.1; H. Ven. 7, 33;
Hes., Theog. 889, fr. 69; Theog. 1388.
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In Pyth. 3.107-109 Pindar says of himself:

ouIXEOs €v opixpois, uéyag &v ueydlow
Eooouai, 0V & dupénovr’ aiel ppaciv
Saipov’ doxijow xat’ éuav depancbwv uayavav.

“I will be small among the small, great among the great, and I will
honour the divinity always encompassing my @péveg, heeding it
according to my resources.” A “divinity” (Saiuwv) always surrounds
poéveg. Pindar does not clarify what this divinity does but clearly in
this context its influence is seen as positive, something to be
“heeded” or “given attention”. Earlier in this same ode Pindar had
made the general statement that humans should “seek what is
appropriate from the gods” (Saiuoveg), paying attention to what is at
hand (59-60). He also urges his own yuvyd not to “exhaust the prac-
ticable resources” (62). The same term “resources” (uayavd) appears
both in lines 62 and 109 of this ode. It seems then that in lines
107-109 Pindar describes himself as one who puts into practice the
advice he gave earlier in the same poem.%) The god who surrounds
his ppéveg may, therefore, be a source of advice, revealing what is
mentioned in line 59, “appropriate actions”. In this passage of Pindar
we see QQEVeES again being “surrounded”: “hopes” did so in Is. 2.43
and “sins” in O/ 7.24 (App. One, 45 and 48). In this case a helpful
divinity seems very close to @poéve.

In 12.3 Bacchylides addresses Kleio, one of the Muses: “Just as a
wise helmsman (xvfepvijrag), Kleio, queen of hymns, guide astraight
now our @péveg (e00uVVE ... ppévas auetépag), if ever before.” The
image here is that of the Muse acting as a helmsman, directing Bac-
chylides’ pgéveg. As with Pindar (O/ 2.90, 7.8, 10.2, and Nem. 4.8,
App. One, 2, 15, 40, and 41) ppéveg are seen as the source of Bacchy-
lides’ poem. Likewise, just as in Pindar, Pae. 7b 18 (App. One, 8) the
Muse is seen as necessary for the successful composition of an ode.
Above in Bacchylides 14.11 (App. One, 30) the person who “governs
things at hand with just @péves” was praised. This same idea of
“governing” will also appear in Bacchylides 17.22 (App. One, 58). In
the present passage likewise @pévec are subject to this kind of con-
trol, in this case that exerted by the Muse.

In 11.45 Bacchylides says that Hera punished the daughters of
Proteus, “yoking their pgéves to a strong, overmastering necessity.”

%) On this point see Burton (note 7) 85 and Young (note 7) 59-60. See also
the reference to “resources” in Pae. 7b 18 (App. One, 8).
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(mapardijyt poévas / xaptepd (evéao’ avdyxg). In the lines that fol-
low Bacchylides says that these girls were punished for boasting that
their wealth was greater than that of Hera (46-51). Consequently
Hera cast in their breasts a “distorted thought” (naiiviponov
vomua),asshedrovethemoutof Tiryns (54).87) In thispassage ppévecare
clearly the seat of these girls’ sanity and intelligence. Hera
yokes their @péves to a “strong, overmastering necessity”, causing
them to be filled with madness. It may have been into these @pévegc
that the “distorted thought” mentioned in line 54 was placed. When
Hera treated the girls in this way, their behaviour changed. They
acted wildly, driven out of their wits. In these lines gppéveg prove vul-
nerable to this negative influence of the goddess.

Section F. Observations: In these five passages of Pindar and Bac-
chylides, divine agents acted upon @gévec. Zeus “matched the fruit
of ppéves” with justice. Moira did not harm the “understanding” of
poéves. Pindar cherished the “divinity” surrounding his @géveg. Bac-
chylides asks Kleio to “guide astraight” his @pévec. Hera drives
poéveg mad. Such divine influence could be good or bad. When
poéveg are influenced by divine agents in such ways, the person’s
behaviour is markedly affected.

Section G. ppéves Act as the Location of Bvudc

In Homer, the Homeric Hymns, Hesiod, and the other lyric poets,
poéveg function quite often as a seat of other psychic entities.®8)
They can contain Qvudg, »fg, viog, and 7jrog. In this function the
physical aspect of @géves as a location in the chest region seems to
be prominent. But in Pindar and Bacchylides we find @péveg in this
capacity only once, namely in Bacchylides 17.22. Theseus addresses
Minos, who has wrongly touched the cheeks of Eriboea: “No longer
do you guide a holy Quudg within your gpéves” (Sotov obxért teav /
ow xvfepvis ppevdv / Buuov). As in Bacchylides 12.3 and 14.11
(App. One, 30 and 56), we find here the idea of “governing”. In this
case it 1s Quuog that is said to be under Minos’ control but @géveg too
may come under his guidance. Control of Quudgin @ppéves could pre-
vent immoral behaviour.

¢7) On these lines of Bacchylides see Jebb (note 7) 327, Maehler (note 6)
222-226, and Burnett (note 7) 108-113.

%) See, e.g., 11.10.232, 17.111; Od. 15.165, 18.345; H. Ven. 72; Hes., Theog.
239; Tyr. 10.17 (W); Sol 4c 1 (W); Theog. 122.
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III. Conclusion

The above study of @orjv and @péves in Pindar and Bacchylides
shows the range of meaning of these psychic terms in these two
poets.$®) We examined 58 passages. Of these 21 were in the singular,
37 in the plural. In Homer, the Homeric Hymns, and Hesiod the plu-
ral of ppévegis predominant. This may have occurred because of the
nature of epic language. But the frequent appearance of the plural in
these early poets may suggest also that gpéves were still thought of
principally in their physical aspect as entities located in the chest
region. In the other lyric poets, however, and in Pindar and Bacchy-
lides the singular of @grjv appears frequently. This use of the singu-
lar may be related to metrical demands. But its presence shows that
poéveg were apparently being thought of less as a plural entity. In
these poets their physical aspect seems much less prominent than in
earlier poets; their role as faculty seems much more pronounced.

In our analysis we divided the passages of Pindar and Bacchylides
into seven Sections. This division was intended to clarify both the
range of meaning of @o7jv and the way in which a person related to
this psychic entity. The thirteen passages of Section A show that
@oéveg had an enhanced presence in the person in Pindar, contra-
sting the way in which they appear in Homer, the Homeric Hymns,
Hesiod, and also the other lyric poets. Appearing as a more active
agent in the person, @géves too may engage in activity that will call
for greater control of them by the person in whom they are found.
The seventeen passages of Section B illustrate the wide range of
activities that a person carries on in, by, or with ggévec. Intellectual,
emotional, and volitional aspects of @géves appear prominently in
these passages. @Ppéveg also function often as a seat of a person’s
temperament or moral character.

The five passages of Section C show that a person exerted direct
control over ppéveg quite infrequently in these poets. But such con-
trol was possible and the fragmentary nature of the poetry should
here be kept in mind. The four passages in Pindar (Section D) where
a person is described in relation to ggéveg illustrate the strong effect
which they could have upon a person’s behaviour.

Sections E and F demonstrate that ggévec are vulnerable to the

%) The following fragments mentioning @g7jv were not treated because the
context was not clear: Pind, Pae. 7a 5 (= fr.52g), fr.173.5, fr.222.3, Pap. Oxy.
1792 fr.4.4, 2440 fr. 1.5, 2450 fr.1 i1 17; Bacch. fr. 20 E 20.

Copyright (¢) 2007 ProQuest LLC
Copyright (¢) Vandenhoek und Ruprecht



Sullivan, S. D., A Study of " phrenes' [Greek] in Pindar and Bacchylides, Glotta, 67 (1989) p.148

A Study of @péves in Pindar and Bacchylides 181

influence of outside forces and the gods. As they are affected, so too
is the person in whom they are found. The single passage of Section
G, in which @géves function as a location of fvudg shows that
poéveg rarely served as a location of other psychic entities in Pindar
and Bacchylides.

Certain features of @pirjv and @géves are distinctive in Pindar and
Bacchylides. First, we find them referred to in all cases. In Homer
the genitive case of @péves is not found, probably because of the
nature of epic language. In Pindar and Bacchylides it is common.
Second, @géves function most frequently as a “faculty indetermi-
nately corporeal”. Only in one passage in Pindar is the physical
aspect of @péves very obvious (Nem. 7.26, App. One, 31), although
this physical aspect may be present too when @pévec function as a
location. But generally they seem best described as a “faculty”
involved in psychological activity. Third, pgéves are associated in
particular with certain activities or objects (see App. One, Topics). In
the case of some of these they resemble pgévec as found in Homer,
the Homeric Hymns, Hesiod, and the other lyric poets, namely in
delight, distress, fear, forgetting, love, planning, and words (both as
source and receiver). But @péves appear to be more prominently
associated with certain other activities and objects than they are else-
where, namely with gain, guiding, justice, wealth, and wisdom.

More frequently also in Pindar and Bacchylides than in other
poets are items said to affect ppéveg, to be in them, or to come from
them (see App. Three). These items vary greatly in nature. Those
affecting @pévec include sins, hopes, desires, gain, fear, and wealth.
Those present in them or coming from them include counsels,
honour, greed, cares, words, and disturbances. These items suggest a
rich range of activity that could take place in @priv or pgévec.

Different descriptive adjectives appear with @o7jv and ppévec (see
App. Two). These show the various positive qualities that gpéveg
could exhibit: “gentle”, “upright”, “liberal”, “deep”, “fearless”,
“wise”, and “just”. They illustrate too negative conditions of pgéves:
“disturbed”, “flimsy”, “crooked”, “blind”, and “raving”. Such adjec-
tives suggest how strongly @oéves were related to the moral charac-
ter of the person.

Another prominent feature of pgévegin Pindar and Bacchylides is
their frequent function as a seat of a person’s moral character or
temperament.”®) They significantly affect how a person behaves,

79) See, e.g., in App. One numbers 4, 9, 12, 13, 23, 25, 30, 34, 43, and 53. See
too above note 11 for similar instances of @7V in earlier poets.
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especially in regard to wisdom or justice. In terms of relationship of
person and @géves , we find in Pindar and Bacchylides a situation
very much like that in Homer, the Homeric Hymns, Hesiod, and the
other lyric poets. Usually ppéves act in harmony or co-operation
with the person. He finds in them a location where he can act, an
instrument that he can use, or an accompaniment with which he can
perform certain functions. @Pgéveg may be somewhat more active in
the person than they were in earlier poets. But no strong opposition
seems to exist between them and the person. Pindar once addresses
@o1jv in the vocative (Pae. 4.50, App. One, 1), asking it to resist cer-
tain desires. This passage suggest that @o7jv might, in certain circum-
stances, need to be controlled. Generally, however, poévec appear to
be subordinate to the person.

In this study we have usually not translated the term @péve.
Many English words would be needed to illustrate its variety of
meaning: “mind”, “heart”, “soul”, “understanding”, “thoughts®,
“intentions”, “plans”, “disposition”, e.g., and more as well. Only an
analysis of passages where the term appears adequately illustrates its
rich range of meaning. We hope that the analysis presented in this
paper has clarified this range of meaning and also the relationship a
person has to this important psychic entity in Pindar and Bacchy-
lides.
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Appendix One

The Passages

A. ppéveg as Present or Active in a Person

Passage Description Syntax Aspects

1. P., Pae. 4.50 “Let alone, @prnv, cypresswood,  Voc. s. E-I-V
(= fr. 52d) let alone pasture around Mt.
Ida.” (ééw)
2, P,OL78 *“..sweetfruit of my ggijv.” Gen. s./ I-E-V

(xapnog) Sub;.
3. DP. Pyth “His shaken @prjv cried out to  Nom. s. I-E-V
6.36 his son.”(fodw, Sovéiw)

4. P, OL 791 “..whatupright poévegc from  Nom.pl. I-E-V-M
good fathers enjoin.”

(rodw, 6p96)
5. P., Nem. “@prjv functions by plans.” Nom. s. I-v
1.27 (modrre, fovli})
6. P., Pyth. “@péveg are not tempest-tost by Nom.pl. E
9.32 fear.”

(xewaive, popog)
7frop mentioned with ppéveg.

7. P., Pyth. “His ggrjv is sweet and in Nom. s. E-I-M
6.52 mingling with fellow-drinkers it
surpasses the perforated work of
bees.”
(Cuiréo, dueifeo, yAvxig)
8. P, Pae. “@péveg are blind.” Nom.pl. I-V
7b18 (¢ui understood, TvPAdg)
(= fr. 52h)
9. P, OL 7.30 “Disturbances of pgéves led Gen. pl/  I-E-V-M
even the wise man astray.” Obj./Sub;.

(tapayn, napanidlw)

10. P, OL 8.61 “®péveg of the inexperienced are Nom. pl.  I-E-V-M?
rather flimsy.”
(&iui understood, xovpdg)

11. P., Pyth. “@péveg forgot [orders].” Nom. pl. I
4.41 (Aavidve)
12. P., Pyth. “@géveg of mortals are too Nom.pl. I-V-M
4.139 quick to praise deceitful gain at
the expense of justice.” (i,
OROTEPOS)

13. P, Ol 2.57 “... helpless pgévec of those Nom.pl. I-E-V-M
dying here pay the penalty.”
(tivw, andilauvog)
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B. A Person Acts in, by, or with ppéves

14. P., Pae. 9.37 “. .. to bring together a glorious Gen. s./ I-E-V
song by the counsels of ggiiv.”  Sub.
(ovviyw, piidog)

15. P, Ol 2.90 “... sending arrows of fame Gen. s. I-E-V
from a gentle porjv.”
(inu, diotég, paidaxog)

16. P., Nem. “Achilles might fix it in pgéveg  Dat. pl. I-V-E

3.62 how ...” (év)
(7rfyvour)
17. P., Pyth. “... to show forth wealth with a Dat. s./ I-E-V-M
2.57 liberal porv.” Means/C-1

(8evdepog, nemapeiv)
18. P., Pyth. “When, with raging poéveg, he  Dat. pl./ E-I-V

2.26 loved Hera.” Means/C-1
(éodw, parviuevog)
19. P., Nem. “What he desires with his gprjv, Dat. s./ I-E-V
10.29 he is silent in his mouth.” Means/C-1
(bodw)
20. P., Pyth. “You brought your chariot Dat. s./ I-V-E
5.51 through with fearless ggijv.” Means/C-1

(opifo, araphri)
21. P, Pyth. “Holy kings hear somehow of  Dat. s./ I-E-V

5.101 great excellence with a ppijv Means
beneath the earth.”
(dxovw, yd6éviog)
22. P, Pyth. “It is necessary for a man to Dat. pl./ I-E-V
3.59 seek with mortal poéveg whatis Means/C-1

appropriate from the gods.”
(naotebw, Svnrdc)
23. P., Pyth. Coronis, “treated him (Apollo)  Gen. pl/  [-V-E-M

3.13 slightingly by the sins of her Subj./Obj;.
poéves”
(anopiavoilw, cunlaxia)
24. P, Fr.61.4 “Itis impossible that he will Dat. s./ I-V-E

trace out the plans of the gods = Means/C-I
with a mortal pgrjv.”

(dpevvdwm, Bootog)
25. P, Ol 8.24 “... to decide with an upright  Dat. s./ I-V-E?-M
porjv is difficult.” Means/C-1

(Sranpiva, 6p96¢)

26. P, I. 32 “...if he checks irritating greed Dat. pl./ I-V-E-M
in (or with) ppéves.” Loc./Means
(ratéyw, x6pog)

27. B.167 “. .. taking delight in pgijv.” Acc. s./resp. E-I?
(téorouat)
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28.

29.

30.

C.

31.

32.

33.

34,

35,

D.

36.

37.

38.

39.

B. 17.131

B. Fr. 11.4

B. 14.11

“Lord of Delos, having rejoiced  Acc. s./resp.

in your @piv.“

(laivw)

“... who is busy about ten
thousand things with his gpriv.”
(dupinoléw)

... who governs the things at
hand with just poévec.”
(xvfepvaw, dixarog)

A Person Has a Direct Relationship with poévec

P., Nem.
7.26

P., Fr.
124b11
P., Pyth.

4.109

B. 11.124

B. 5.6

“Ajax fixed a smooth sword
through his ppéveg.”
(mifyvour)

“They expand their ppéveg
conquered by the shafts of
wine.”

(déw)

“Pelias, trusting in white
poéveg”

(meifw, Aevndg)

“Whoever has just poévec” will
find acts of courage of the
Greeks.

(&yw, Sixaiog)

“Having quietly made pprjv
cease from cares, come, gaze
here with vdog.”

(aunave, uépuve, ebd6éxog)

A Person is Described in Respect to ppéveg

P.,, Ol 1.41 Poseidon, “conquered in his

P., Pyth.
4.219
P., I 6.72

P., Pyth.
2.73

ppéves by desire”, stole Pelops.
(bapuvdew, fuepog)

Medea, “burning in her poéves.”
(xaiw)

Lampon, “his tongue is not
outside his pgéveg.”

(eiui understood, yAdooa)
Rhadamanthus, “received as his
lot the blameless fruit of
ppéveg.”

(Aayydve, xaprog)

fuuds mentioned with ppévec.
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E. Outside Objects Act on or in poéveg

40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

P., Ol 10.2 Name of victor, “where it has
been written on my @p7jv.”
(yodpw, Olvumovixe)

P., Nem. 4.8 Word, “which a tongue draws
forth from a deep gpijv.”
(daipéw, Padis, yidooa)

P., Pyth. “Shafts of song soothe even the
1.12 poéves of the gods.”
(xifAa, FéAyw)
P., Pyth. “. .. most revered honour
5.19 mingled with your @priv.”

(ueiyvous, yéoag)

P., Nem. “Nor did fear stop him as
3.39 regards the keen edge of
poéveg.”

(pdfog, nade, dxurf)

P, Is. 23  “... envious hopes hang about
the ppévec of mortals.”
(8Aric, dupixpéuauat)

P., Pyth. “Different desires chafe the

10.60 ppéveg of different people.”
(&pwg, nvitw)

P., Ol 7.47 “An obscure cloud of
forgetfulness drew the right
road of action outside pgéves.”
(Vépog Addag mapéixw, opda
656¢)

P., Ol 7.24 “Around the @pévec of men
unnumbered sins hang.”
(durmlaxia, xpgudvvour)

P, Is. 3.5  “For crooked poéveg prosperity
does not associate long.”

(8Pog, Suéw, rddyiog)

B.Fr. 20B8 “Hope of love sets pgéveg
aflutter.”
(8nig, Sraidvoow)

B.Fr.1.1 “Gain constrains even a wise
ponv.”

(xépbog, Pidw, nuxivog)

B. 1.162 Wealth, “is ready to increase the
poéveg of a man.”
(mhobrog aléw)
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F. Outside Agents Act on or in pgéveg

53. P., Nem. Zeus, “has matched with straight Gen. pl/  I-E-V-M

10.12 justice the fruit of ppéves.” Sub;.
(ovvagudlw, xapnog)
54. P., Nem. Moira, “does not harm the Gen. pl./ I
7.60 understanding of @péves.” Subj.

(ovveoig, anopldntw)
55. P., Pyth., “I will honour the god always Dat. pl./ I-E-V-M

3.108 surrounding my @géveg, heeding w. verb
it.”
(Saiuav, dupéne, Jepanciw)
56. B.12.3 Kleio, “guide astraight our Acc. pl./ I-v
poéveg.” d.o.
(evdvm)
57. B. 11.45 Hera, “yoking @oéves to a Acc. pl/ E-I-V

strong, overmastering necessity.” d.o.
($ebyvous, avayxmn)
G. ppéves Act as the Location of Suudg
58. B.17.22 “No longer do you guide a holy Gen. pl. P-I?

fupudg in your @péveg.” (fow)
(xvPepviw)

Topics in Appendix One

Delight: 7, 21, 27-28, 42.
Distress: 9, 29, 35.

Expansion: 32, 52.

Fear: 3, 6, 20, 35, 44.
Forgetting: 11, 47.

Gain: 12, 51.

Guiding: 30, 56, 58.

Justice: 13, 30, 34-35, 53.
Sp6¢: 4, 25, 47.

Lack of justice: 12-13, 48-49.

Love: 18-19, 36-37, 46, 50
Planning: 5, 14, 24.

Wealth: 7,13, 17, 26, 52.
Wisdom: 7-9, 17, 24, 39, 51, 54.
Words: 2-4, 14-15, 19, 21, 38, 40-42, 56.
nrop: 6.

foude: 15, 29, 39, 58.

*xéap: 29.

véog: 35.
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Appendix Two

Descriptive Adjectives with @gévec

Passage App.One Adjective Meaning

P, Ol 2.57 A13 dndAapvos “helpless”, “lawless” ppéveg.

P., Pyth. 5.51 B 20 dragfiic  “fearless” pprjv.

P., Nem. 4.8 E 41 Padvg “deep” pprjv.

P., Fr. 61.4 B 24 Pootés “mortal” gonv.

P, Fr. 222.3 - Pootdc “mortal” ppéveg.

P., Pyth. 6.52 A7 yAvxdg “sweet” gpriv.

B. 11.124 C 34 Sixaros  “just” ppéveg.

B. 14.11 C 30 dixatos  “just” ppéveg.

P., Pyth. 6.36 A3 Sdovndeic  “shaken”, “disturbed” poijv.
(participle)

P., Pyth. 2.57 B17 Aevdepog “free”, “liberal” pprv.

B. 56 C 35 evdvbixos “righteous-judging”, “just” oriv.

P., Pyth. 3.59 B 22 dvnrog “mortal” ppéveg.

P, Ol 8.61 A 10 xovpd-  “rather flimsy”, “rather flighty”,
16005 “rather fickle” ppéve.

P, Pyth. 4.109 C33 Agvxig “white”, “pale” ppéveg.

P., Pyth. 2.26 B 18 paivopevog “raging”, “raving” poéveg.
(participle)

P, Ol 2.90 B 15 uaddaxds “soft”, “gentle” pgijv.

P, Ol 7.91 A4 Opd6¢ “upright”, “straight” ppéveg.

P, I 3.5 E 49 mayios  “crooked”, “wayward” ppéve.

B. Fr. 1.1 E 51 noxavog  “wise” ppéveg.

P., Pae. 7b18 A8 wpids  “blind” ppéves.

P., Pyth. 5.101 B 21 x96viog  “under the earth” gpijv.

P., Pyth. 4.139 A12 dxvtegog  “swifter to praise . . .7 poéveg.

Appendix Three
Item Related to ppéveg

A. Items Acting on ppéveg

Passage App. One  Item Meaning

P., Ol 7.24 E 48 aumlaxiat “sins”.

P., Pyth. 3.108 F 55 daiuwv “divinity”.

P, Is. 2.43 E 45 EAmideg “hopes”.

B. Fr. 20B8  E 50 Kongibog éAnig “hope of love”.
P, Pyth. 10.60 E 46 owres “desires”.

P, Ol 1.41 D 36 fugoog “desire”.

B. Fr. 1.1 F 57 xépdog “gain”.
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P., Pyth. 1.12 E 42 xfAa “shafts of song”.
P., Ol 7.47 E 47 vépog Addag “cloud of forgetfulness”.
P, Pyth. 932 A6 @6Pfoc “fear”.
P, Nem. 3.39 E 44 @dfoc “fear”.
B. 1.162 E 52 mAobtog “wealth”.

B. Items in or coming from ppéveg

P., Pyth. 3.13 B 14 aumiaxio “sins”.

P, Nem. 1.27 A5 Poviai ~ “plans™.

P., Pyth. 5.19 E 43 yéoag “honour”.

P, Ol 78 A2 HAPMOG “fruit”.

P., Pyth. 2.73 D 39 RaPMOG “fruit”.

P., Nem. 10.12 F 53 xaQnog “fruit”.

P, I 3.2 B 26 x0p0og “greed”.

P., Pae. 9.37 B 14 unbea “counsels”.

B. 5.6 C 35 Héowvai “cares”.

P, Ol 10.2 E 40 OAvurmiovixag “name of Olympian
victor”.

P., Ol 2.90 B 15 dioroi “arrows”.

P, Ol 7.47 E 48 dpa 666¢ “straight road”.

P, Nem. 48 E 41 oiua “word”.

P., Nem. 7.60 F 54 ovveols “understanding”.

P, Ol 7.30 A9 rapayai “disturbances”.
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